This is a "minitext" of gastroenterology. It consists of 13 chapters, mostly based on diseases of specific portions of the alimentary tract but including chapters on the acute abdomen and intestinal infections. There is a chapter on the mouth, tongue and salivary glands. No references are supplied and the index is brief. Twenty-one high quality roentgenograms and 11 photographs of gross and microscopic lesions illustrate typical examples of the diseases presented and there are 36 line drawings which add substantially to the clarity of the publication.
The term "integrated course" seems to apply to a presentation of medical and surgical aspects rather than an integrated presentation of "basic" science and clinical medicine. Indeed there is little attempt to present pathophysiology in most subjects. The symptoms, signs and diagnostic laboratory tests are presented in a characteristic, lucid and brief manner. Therapy is discussed in specific detail with regard to dosage of medications and surgical procedures but mechanism of drug action and quantitative evaluation of results are rarely considered.
The book is based on a course given in the fourth year of a 5-year course in medicine at the University of Glasgow. There is no doubt that if the average generalist achieved the level of competence in practical gastroenterology presented in this text, the patient would benefit. However, it represents a didactic This-is-how-I-doit approach rather than a correlation of science with disease which is currently au courant in medical school teaching in the United States. It would be interesting to compare the performance of students in the clinic taught by the two philosophically different methods.
In the United States this text will serve as a useful review for the busy generalist who wants a brief statement of diagnostic and therapeutic approaches to gastrointestinal disease. For the medical student seeking relevance, it is to be found here in undiluted form. The price is appropriately low and the time required to read it short. 
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